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1 Development of textile industry 


Before the Industrial Revolution people worked the land. They depended on each other to 
produce the goods they needed. 

During the Industrial Revolution machines were invented that were powered by water, coal and 
steam. 

These machines replaced hand-powered tools and did the same work, but cheaper and faster. 
People now started to work away from the home in factories. 

One machine attached to a spinning wheel could now do the work of 50 people. This meant 
clothing and textile goods become more affordable. 

With the development of a worldwide transport system, textile goods could be sold around the 
globe. 


2 Working conditions for children 


Paid $2 a week 

Working hours 5 a.m. — 7 p.m. 

1% hour break for breakfast and dinner 

Children as young as five worked in the textile industry 
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Answers Extend your knowledge 12.2 


Future directions of the textile industry: 


° Fabrics in the future will be able to react to the proximity of people. Move to a heartbeat, change 
colour and shape when required. 


Powertex is a fabric that has the ability to recharge electronic devices when they are placed on 
it. 

Health care fabrics, which improve the tactile and hygiene experience for people in hospitals 
and nursing homes. 

Grow-Green fabrics are made from biodegradable fibres. 

Evanesce is a fabric that blocks sunlight but allows the person inside to have a clear view 
outside. 
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Answers Extend your knowledge 12.4 


1 Personal qualities: 


Excellent communication skills 
Good time management 
Ability to multitask 

Remain calm under pressure 
Perseverance 

Visionary 

Goal setter 


2. Training: 


On the job training 
° Tertiary education — fashion schools, TAFE, university 
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